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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C; 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent 

2. Claims 1-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by @MAX 
Software (@MAX Tray Player version 0.97b), 

As for independent claim 1 , @MAX teaches a user interface comprising: a graphical 
interface that enables a user to select media-playing services (pg.2, par.6, line 1 ), 
wherein the graphical interface is integrated into an operating system shell's user 
interface (pg.2, par.1, lines 2-3) and (fig. 1 ). 

As for dependent claim 2, @MAX teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
graphical interface further enables the user to select media-playing services with a 
single click of a mouse (pg.2, par.4, line 1). 
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As for dependent claim 3, @MAX teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
graphical interface further enables the user to select media-playing services with a 
single click of a mouse when another application running in another process is in 
perspective (pg.2, par.4, line 1 and fig. 9). 

As for dependent claim 4, @MAX teaches the user interface of claim 3, wherein the 
perspective includes the other application being in focus (fig. 9). 

As for dependent claim 5, @MAX teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
graphical interface further enables the user to select media-playing services without 
altering a perspective of another application running in another process (fig. 9; it is well 
appreciated that the user can be in focus with another program and then decides to 
change a media file with a single click of the button, since the media player is designed 
in the task bar it is out of reach/ interference with the current program being used from 
the user, thus allowing the user to interact with the media player with out interfering with 
the current program being used. ) 

As for dependent claim 6, @MAX teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
graphical interface includes control buttons for selection of the media-playing services 
(fig.1). 



As for dependent claim 7, @MAX teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
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graphical interface includes control buttons for selection of the media-playing services 
including services that stop and pause a first media file being played and start a second 
media file (fig.3; wherein the user has access to multiple files and wherein has all 
control to them such as play, stop and pause. Also it is well appreciated in the art that 
when a file has reached the end a new file, in order or randomly picked will be played 
upon completion of previous file). 



As for dependent claim 8, @MAX teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
graphical interface includes a control button for selection of the media-playing services 
including a service that alters a size for a presenting of a visual aspect of a media file 
(fig. 12). 



As for dependent claim 9, @MAX teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
graphical interface includes a control button for selection of the media-playing services 
including a service that alters a volume for a playback of an audio aspect of a media file 
(fig. 10). 



As for dependent claim 10, @MAX teaches the user interface of claim 1 , further 
comprising: a visual space for presenting of visual media (fig.3; it is apparent that there 
exist a visual space as seen in figure 3, which is displaying visual media currently 
depicted). 
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As for dependent claim 1 1 , @MAX teaches the user interface of claim 1 , further 
comprising: a visual space for presenting of visual media; wherein the graphical 
interface enables the user to select media-playing services to alter the presenting in the 
visual space (fig. 12 for alternating the size of the presentation and fig. 3 for selecting 
the visual media or combination of media there of and also fig. 10 for selecting the play 
back of media (i.e. repeat shuffle normal / playback). 

As for dependent claim 12, @MAX teaches the user interface of claim 1 , further _ 
comprising: a visual space for presenting metadata associated with a media file (fig.6; 
wherein metadata is being displayed in the visual area related to the media). 

As for dependent claim 13, @MAX teaches the user interface of claim 1 , further 
comprising: a visual space for presenting metadata associated with a media file, 
wherein the graphical interface enables the user to select media-playing services to 
present metadata associated with the media file (fig.6, showing a display of metadata 
with associated media files). 

As for independent claim 14, @MAX teaches a system comprising: a media-playing 
application in computer memory executing in a shell process of an operating system 
(fig. 13), wherein the media-playing application is capable of enabling a user to control 
media through a user interface integrated into a taskbar associated with the shell 
process (pg.2, par.1, lines 2-3). 
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As for dependent claim 15, @MAX teaches the system of claim 14, wherein preferences 
for displaying the user interface in the taskbar are retained by the media-playing 
application for future use (of course those skilled in the art will appreciate that when the 
application closes and reopens its last status of position and preferences will be 
retained such much of the startup of the program in (fig. 1) wherein the user is presented 
with the application as they closed it; Fig. 14). 

As for dependent claim 16, @MAX teaches the system of claim 14, wherein the media- 
playing application is capable of receiving preferences for how the user interface is 
displayed and used that are received from the user through another application 
executing in the shell process (fig. 14; wherein you see a dialog box coming from the 
operating system which sets preferences to the media player). 

■ 

As for dependent claim 17, @MAX teaches the system of claim 14, further comprising a 
player deskband, wherein the player deskband is capable of receiving preferences 
relating to the user interface and sending the preferences to the media-playing 
application (of course those skilled in the art will appreciate that the above mentioned 
program from @MAX uses a program module to communicate to the operating system 
in order to display itself within the operating shell (fig. 13) depicts the program running 
on a computer system , wherein the program is communicating with the operating 
system). 
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As for dependent claim 18, @MAX teaches the system of claim 14, wherein the media- 
playing application comprises a deskband and a controller, the deskband configured to 
communicate with the shell process and the operating system, the controller configured 

k 

to enable the user to control media through the user interface (of course those skilled in 
the art will appreciated that @MAX uses a module to communicate to the operating 
system and the operating shell process, as noted before, the display of fig. 1 and 13 
provide evidence of such an action, also wherein the operating system handler/ listener 
is providing a means of a controller to listen for user interaction with the program to 
provide user control of media files as is what's imposed on the program (i.e. controller). 

♦ 

As for dependent claim 19, @MAX teaches the system of claim 14, wherein the media- 
playing application comprises a visual space and a user interface, the visual space 
usable for presenting visual media, the user interface capable of enabling the user to 
control the presenting (fig. 3-4; note the above related claims directed towards visual 
space). 

As for dependent claim 20, @MAX teaches the system of claim 14, wherein the media- 
playing application is capable of creating the user interface to have a minimum visual 

» 

size on the taskbar (fig. 14; wherein the user has the ability to adjust the size of the 
program as displayed in the taskbar). 
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As for dependent claim 21, @MAX teaches the system of claim 14, wherein the media- 
playing application is capable of creating the user interface following a skin file 
containing text, art, and script parameters (fig. 14, skin tab; where features multiple skin 
files). 

» 

As for dependent claim 22, @MAX teaches the system of claim 14, wherein the media- 
playing application is capable of presenting visual media (fig. 3-4; note the above related 
claim analysis regarding visual media presentation within this program). 

As for dependent claim 23, @MAX teaches the system of claim 14, wherein the media- 
playing application is capable of presenting audio media (fig.6; wherein is being 
displayed is metadata along with audio media being presented to the user 
simultaneously). 

As for dependent claim 24, @MAX teaches the system of claim 14, wherein the media- 
playing application is capable of presenting metadata associated with a media file being 
presented by the media-playing application (note the analysis of claim 23). 

As for independent claim 25, @MAX teaches a system comprising: a controller; a 
playback module; a visual space; and a user interface, wherein: the controller is capable 
of creating the user interface; the user interface is integrated within an operating-system 
shell's user interface and is capable of enabling a user to input preferences for play of a 
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media file; and the playback module is capable of rendering the media file to enable the 
controller to present the media file in the visual space (note the analysis of claims 8,1 1 , 
16,18 and 19; wherein it is appreciated that the above already analyzed claims are 
within the exact same similarity and it is well appreciated that the teachings of @MAX 
correspond to a program which in turn is related to a system, wherein this system 
performs the above mentioned subject matter as noted from the above analysis 
already). 

As for dependent claim 26, @MAX teaches the system of claim 25, further comprising a 
deskband, wherein the deskband is capable of aiding the controller in determining 
parameters for the user interface to conform by communicating with an operating 
system that governs the operating-system sheirs user interface (note the analysis of 
claims 17-18). 

As for dependent claim 27, @MAX teaches the system of claim 25, further comprising a 
deskband, wherein the deskband is capable of building a file containing parameters for 
the user interface to conform to an operating-system shell governing the operating- 
system shell's user interface (note the analysis of claims 17-18). 

As for dependent claim 28, @MAX teaches the system of claim 25, wherein the visual 
space is graphically connected to the user interface (fig. 3). 
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As for dependent claim 29, @MAX teaches the system of claim 25, wherein the user 
interface includes media-playing services that stop, play, pause, skip forward or 
backward through, and change to a next or previous track of the media file (fig.1). 

t 

As for dependent claim 30, @MAX teaches the system of claim 25, wherein the user 
interface includes media-playing services that stop, play, and pause the media file 

* 

(fig- 1 ) 

As for dependent claim 31, @MAX teaches the system of claim 25, wherein the user 
interface is capable of enabling the user to input preferences through dragging and 
dropping an icon representing a media file onto the visual space or the user interface 
(pg.2, par.5, linel). 

As for dependent claim 32, @MAX teaches the system of claim 25, wherein the user 
interface and the playback module execute in different processes (fig. 13; of course, 
those skilled in the art will appreciate that explorer.exe or the like runs the operating 
system graphical user interface while the trayplayer.exe handles the media player 
program at hand). 

As for dependent claim 33, @MAX teaches the system of claim 25, wherein the user 
interface and the playback module execute in one process (note claim 32 analysis; 
wherein of course, those skilled in the art will appreciate that one process can render 
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the interface as well as listen for incoming request from the user). 

As for dependent claim 34, @MAX teaches the system of claim 25, wherein the user 
interface executes in a first process governing the operating system shell's user 
interface, the playback module executes in a second process, and the user interface 
includes a button to select a service that switches presentation of media from the visual 
space to a second visual space created by an application running in the second process 
(note the analysis of claims 33,32 and 25 above). 

As for independent claim 35, @MAX teaches a method comprising: presenting a 
graphical user interface integrated into a taskbar user interface (pg.2, par.1, lines 2-3); 
and enabling, without the graphical user interface being in perspective (fig. 9), a user to 
select media-playing services through the graphical user interface (fig. 9; wherein the 
user may select one of the controls displayed). 

As for dependent claim 36, @MAX the method of claim 35, wherein the enabling is 
performed also without the graphical user interface being in focus (fig. 9). 

As for dependent claim 37, @MAX the method of claim 35, further comprising: 

■ 

presenting a media file in accord with the selected media-playing services (fig.6). 
As for dependent claim 38, @MAX the method of claim 35, further comprising: 
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presenting a visual media file in a visual space integrated with the graphical user 
interface in accord with the selected media-playing services (fig.3). 

As for dependent claim 39, @MAX the method of claim 35, further comprising: 
presenting a visual media file in a visual space without the visual space being in 
perspective (fig. 9 and 3). 

As for dependent claim 40, @MAX the method of claim 35, further comprising: 
presenting a visual media file in a visual space without the visual space being in focus 
(fig.9 and 4). 

As for independent claim 41 , @MAX teaches a computer-readable medium (pg.1 ; of 
course those skilled in the art will appreciate that the download link from the 
corresponding page indicates that the program is to downloaded and comes in the form 
that of an installation.exe format wherein is stored on hard disk and can be stored on 
other suggested mediums as disclosed) comprising computer-executable instructions 
that perform the following when executed by a computer: present a media-control user 
interface in a first process for controlling services associated with playing media; and 
enable a user that is actively engaged with a non-media-control user interface in a 
second process to interact with the media-control user interface without disengaging 
from the non-media-control user interface (pg.2, pari , line 1 and par.6, line 1 ). 
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As for dependent claim 42, @MAX the computer-readable medium of claim 41 , wherein 
the interaction with the media-control user interface includes selection of a media 
service (fig.6; wherein it is appreciated that the user can select the media services with 

% 

a logical device such that of a mouse, keyboard, stylus, etc). 

As for dependent claim 43, @MAX the computer-readable medium of claim 41 , wherein 
the interaction with the media-control user interface includes selection of a media 
service and consists of a single mouse click (pg.2, par.4, line 1). 

As for dependent claim 44, @MAX the computer-readable medium of claim 41 , wherein 
the interaction with the media-control user interface includes selection of a media 

* 

service and consists of a single command (pg.2, par.4, linel ). 

As for dependent claim 45, @MAX the computer-readable medium of claim 41 , wherein 
the interaction with the media-control user interface includes selection of a media 
service and consists of a single keystroke (pg.2, par.4, linel). 

As for dependent claim 46, @MAX the computer-readable medium of claim 41 , further 
comprising: provide media-playing services based on the interaction (pg.2, par.4, linel). 

As for dependent claim 47, @MAX the computer-readable medium of claim 41 , further 
comprising: present visual media in a visual space if the interaction includes a selection 
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to present visual media (fig. 3-4; wherein the user is able to select any one of the media 
files for display). 

As for dependent claim 48, @MAX the computer-readable medium of claim 41, further 
comprising: present visual media with aid from a playback module executing in the first 
process if the interaction includes a selection to present visual media (fig. 3-4 and 10; 
wherein it is appreciated that if the user select a visual media that the media player will 
display the visual data in a process as being that of claimed to a program stored on a 
storage medium, thus the process goes through a routine set by program language to 

« 

play a visual media file). 

As for dependent claim 49, @MAX the computer-readable medium of claim 41, further 
comprising: present visual media with aid from a playback module executing in a third 
process if the interaction includes a selection to present visual media (fig. 4; wherein it is 
appreciated that if the user select a visual media that the media player will display the 
visual data in a process as being that of claimed to a program stored on a storage 
medium, thus the process goes through a routine set by program language to play a 
visual media file). 

As for independent claim 50, @MAX teaches a computer-readable medium comprising 
computer-executable instructions (note claim 41) that perform the following when 
executed by a computer: create a first user interface with graphically selectable media- 
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control services and running in a first process; and enable selection of the media-control 
services while a second user interface running in a second process remains in 
perspective (pg.2, par.1 -6 and fig. 1 and 6). 

As for dependent claim 51 , @MAX the computer-readable medium of claim 50, wherein 
the media-control services include initiating and ceasing play of a media file (fig. 1 ; play 
and stop controls). 

As for dependent claim 52, @MAX the computer-readable medium of claim 50, wherein 
the selection of one or more of the media-control services is enabled with a single 
mouse click (pg.2, par.4, line 1). 

As for dependent claim 53, @MAX the computer-readable medium of claim 50, wherein 
the first user interface is integrated into an operating system's taskbar (pg.2, par.1, lines 
2-3). 

As for dependent claim 54, @MAX the computer-readable medium of claim 50, wherein 
the first process is used by an operating system for executing a taskbar (fig. 13; wherein 
it is appreciated of the executable program that handles the operating system graphical 
user interface, i.e. explorer). 

* 

As for independent claim 55, @MAX teaches an apparatus comprising: means for 
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presenting a user interface in a first process for controlling services associated with 
playing media; and means for enabling a user interacting with a second process to 
interact with the user interface without ceasing to interact with the second process (note 
the analysis of claims 50,41 ,35,25, 1 4 and 1 ). 

As for dependent claim 56, @MAX the apparatus of claim 55, further comprising: means 
for playing a media file based on preferences received from the user during the 
. interaction with the user interface (pg.2, par.1). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Nason, David D. (US 6,727,918): for displaying addition display regions on 
the operating system, one such area designated to a media player for music 
and videos 

• Wada et al (US 2005/0198220): displaying media in a taskbar 

• Whittle et al (US 2005/0050301 A1): displaying media in a taskbar 
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